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SUBJECT: ANTI-SIL CAMPAIGN AND THE CHURCH 

1. PRESS CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE SUMMER INSTITUTE OP LINGUISTICS 
(SIL) CONTINUES AS FEBRUARY 1976 SIL CONTRACT RENEWAL DATE 
APPROACHES. LEPTIST WEEKLY MUNDIAL (ASSOCIATED WITH DAILY 
EXPRESO), IN DECEMBER 29 ARTICLE ATTACKING SIL, CLAIMED 
THAT THE GOP INTER-MINISTERIAL COMMISSION CHARGED WITH 
EVALUATING SIL QUESTION WILL RECOMMEND SIL BE EXPELLED PROM 
PERU. ONLY COUNTER-POINT TO ANTI-SIL COVERAGE WAS LENGTHY 
ARTICLE OP PULSOME PRAISE PUBLISHED IN RECENT ISSUE OP 
GENTE MAGAZINE. 

2. ANTI-SIL CAMPAIGN HAS PRODUCED SOME REACTION WHICH COULD 
BENEPIT SIL. LIMA BISHOP BAMBAREN HAS FLATLY STATED THAT 
NEWSPAPERS DELIBERATELY MISQUOTED HIM AS CRITICAL OP SIL. 

HE SENT A PASTORAL LETTER TO LIMA PARISHES STATING THAT THERE 
IS "AN ORCHESTRATED CAMPAIGN AGAINST (SIL), AN INSTITUTION 
WHICH I CANNOT JUDGE POR LACK OP KNOWLEDGE". BISHOP 
CALLED ON PRIESTS TO BE ALERT IN THE PACE OP "CLEAR INTENT 
(OP PRESS) TO GIVE POLITICAL TONE EVEN TO RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY". 
BAMBAREN HAS TOLD EMBASSY ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS THAT HE 
PEELS ANTI-SIL CAMPAIGN WILL BE POLLOWED BY COORDINATED 
POLITICAL ATTACK ON POREIGN PRIESTS AND ULTIMATELY THE CHURCH. 
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3. IN LATE DECEMBER EMBASSY ARRANGED MEETING BETWEEN 
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BAMBAREN AND SIL OFFICIALS. BISHOP EXPRESSED "MORTIFICATION " 

AT ANTI-SIL COMMENTS FALSELY ATTRIBUTED TO HIM. HE 
SAID HE HAD INFORMED CERTAIN GOP MINISTERS OF MALICIOUS 
PRESS TREATMENT IN HOPE THAT RECORD WOULD BE SET STRAIGHT 
AND JORNALISTS PROPERLY CHASTISED (BISHOP FELT THIS WAS 
UNLIKELY, HOWEVER). BAMBAREN NOTED THAT BISHOPS, INCLUDING 
EIGHT EROM JUNGLE AREAS WHERE SIL IS OPERATING, WOULD BE 
MEETING IN LIMA IN JANUARY AT WHICH TIME SIL SITUATION 
WOULD BE DISCUSSED. HE INVITED SIL OFFICIALS TO MEET WITH 
THE BISHOPS IN ORDER TO ELABORATE ON SIL ACTIVITIES. EOL- 
LOWING BISHOPS' CONFERENCE THE CHURCH WOULD PROBABLY EXPRESS 
ITSELF ON THE MATTER, ADVISING GOP OF ITS CONCLUSIONS. 

4. SIL OFFICIALS EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO MEET WITH BISHOPS. OFFICIALS LATER PROEUSELY THANKED 
EMBASSY FOR ARRANGING MEETING WITH BAMBAREN WHOM THEY FELT 
MIGHT NOW SUPPORT THEIR CAUSE. 

5. COMMENT: BAMBAREN IS DEEPLY CONCERNED BY PRESS 
CAMPAIGN IN WHICH HE BECAME INVOLVED, AND HE JUST MIGHT 
BECOME AN ALLY IN QUIET SIL EEFORT TO MAINTAIN ITS 
PERUVIAN PROGRAM. IP LEFTIST EFFORT TO ELIMINATE SIL 
"IMPERIALIST PRESENCE" FAILS, IT MAY BE BECAUSE LEFT 
MISTAKENLY THOUGHT THAT "BISHOP OF THE PUEBLOS JOVENES " 

COULD BE USED TO FURTHER ITS CAUSE. 

DEAN 
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